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Dutch Protestants against him and the aid '2835, he left his infant daughter Isabel n.3
given to them by ElizaU-th, increased the ; under the regency of his wife Maria Christina
riifnculty. The defeat of the Armada in 1588 j of Naples, with the injunction to maintain
marked the first disillusionment of the Span- ; intact all the old regal prerogatives. It was
ish nation in its belief in it? sacred mission. ; almost impossible for her to do this because

Notwithstanding her decadence, Spain was i the whole Conservative party had rallied to
fighting with France in Central Europe and j Don Carlos, the late king's brother. A long
with Flanders during the whole of the Thirty i civil war ensued, which culminated with
Years'War; and the treaty (164$) of Muns- ' Prim and Serrano's successful revolution of
ter (Westphalia), by which Spain recognized i iS6&. and the fight of Isabel n. to France.
Dutch independence and that of the Pyrenees ! The death of Alfonso xn. in 1885 placed
(1659), left Spain stripped of power, prestige, ;upon his widow. Maria Christina of Austria,
and resources.                                               {the burden of the regency till 1902, when

During the reign of Charles n. (1655-1700) iher son, Alfonso xm., became King. Unwise
the decline continued unabated. In the Sev- ! action in Cuba led to a revolt in that colony,
en Years' War of the Spanish Succession, i resulting in American intervention and finally
which ensued upon the kind's death, all Eu- I in the loss to Spain of her colonial empire,
rope took part (England on the side of the | In May, 1906, King Alfonso married H.R.H.
Austrian claimant), and Spain itself was 1 Princess Victoria Eugenie, daughter of Prince
swept from end to end by civil war. At ! Henry of Battenberg and the youngest sister
length, by the treaties (1713-14) of Utrecht i of King Edward vn. Upon the outbreak of the
and Rastadt, Philip v., the grandson of Louis | World War in Europe (1914), Spain declared
xiv. of France and great-grandson of Philip iher neutrality. During the period of the war
iv. of Spain, was recognized as king of Spain, and the reconstruction era, political, social.

Everything was changed by the introduction
of French culture, modern finance, and vig-
orous administration, and for a time Spain
appeared renascent. Charles in., king of Na-
ples, the eldest son of Philip v. by Elizabeth
Farnese was a man of vast energy, enlight-
ened mind and an education tinged bv the
prevailing philosophic French thought ot the

and industrial unrest prevailed, making any
permanent civil government impossible and
causinga constant change in ministries. During
the years 1921-24 the conduct of the war in
Morocco was a leading question in the coun-
try and the cause of frequent cabinet changes
On September 13, 1923, Capt.-General Primo
de Rivera seized the civil administration of

time. Shocked at the backward condition of! Barcelona and forced the resignation of the
his people, he used his despotic power freely | government. Thereupon the King requested
to force reform and enlightenment upon them, de Rivera to head a military directorate and

Under his weak, uxorious successor, Charles
iv., collapse came.   The wife of Charles iv.

form a government.  Under his regime eco-
nomic and administrative reforms were car-

(Maria Louisa of Naples) imposed upon her j ried out, causing considerable discontent, par-
husband  an  ignorant,   foolish   young man  ticularly among the propertied classes,  be-

with whom she was in love, Manuel Godoy
(afterward Prince of the Peace), as prime
minister and generalissimo of the army and
navy. Godoy was beguiled by Napoleon, by a
promise of principalities for himself, to allow
the French army to march through Spain
(1808) to conquer England's ally Portugal.
When it was too late the Spanish people saw
how they had been tricked and the Penninsu-
lar War ensued, Charles iv. abdicating at
Napoleon's bidding in 1808. While Charles'
son and heir Fernando was a prisoner in
France and foreign armies covered the coun-
try, a Cortes of extreme politicians met at
Cadiz (1812) and devised a new constitution,
completely at variance with old Spanish tra-
ditions. This Fernando vn, repudiated on his
return to Spain in 1814. When he died, in

cause of a severe tax policy, but on the whole
meeting with general approval.
In January 1930 de Rivera resigned and
departed for Paris, where he died suddenly
on March 17 . Republican sentiment spread
throughout the country accompanied by nu-
merous riots and disorders. January of 1931
found King Alfonso vainly experimenting
with various expedients for saving his throne
by concessions, real or apparent, to Repub-
lican and Socialist demands. On March 30,
1931, Alfonso bad a secret meeting with San-
tiago Alba, the Liberal leader, and sought
his cooperation in forming a government
upon conditions which would save the
throne. With this effort, which met with a
peremptory refusal, Alfonso had played his
last card and the fateful elections of April if